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What is Making?

An iterative process of thinking, tinkering,
and creating that begins with a question or
a problem and ends with something new
emerging from the child’s imagination.
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Making makes learnlng V|S|ble

When students \‘
are engaged in
making activities,
their problem
solving processes <
and thinking are ¢
apparent.

Lesley STEAM « steam.lesley.edu * 2018



Making is social!

Through play,
tinkering, creating, &
debugging, and

remixing, we build
community.
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Making is social - and socially active.

Making creates
opportunities for
students to

ENGAGE with
“powerful ideas”
(Papert, 1980)!!
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The role of the teacher is to create
the conditions for invention rather
than provide ready-made knowledge.

Seymour Papert (1991)
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Every time we teach a child something, we keep
them from inventing it themselves. On the other
hand, that which we allow them to discover for

themselves will remain with them visible for the

rest of their lives.
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Making provides
fFertile ground for

literacy!
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Meaning-making
through inquiry &
problem-solving
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“Making” the literacy
connection!
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Literacy IS problem solving!!

“Although the acquisition of literacy skills is
viewed as an important task....the salient
feature is how people construct meaning
through problem-solving processes.”

Freire (2005)
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